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M. A. CARRIKER. Jr. 
As a charter member of The Ne-
braska Ornithologists' Union, Mr. 
Carriker read a paper ("Nesting 
Habits of the Raptores of Otoe 
County") at the first meeting held in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, in December of 
1899. In 1949, the members decided 
to make all living charter members 
Honorary Members and thus Mr. 
Carriker became an Honorary Mem-
ber. In his long and active life (he 
was born at Sullivan, Illinois, Febr. 
14, 1879) he has brought much honor 
and credit to the field of Ornithol-
ogy. Though he was born in Illinois, 
his family moved to Nebraska City 
in 1886 and he attended the Univer-
sity of Nebraska for two and a half 
years. 
Mr. Carriker began his collecting 
career in January, 1902, when three 
men, one being Lawrence Bruner 
from the University of Nebraska, 
sailed for Costa Rica where Carriker 
was to collect birds for the Carnegie 
Museum and mammals for the Am-
erican Museum of Natural History 
in New York, and Bruner was to 
collect Orthoptera (insects). At the 
end of six weeks, the others returned 
to the States while Carriker stayed 
on for a total of six months. 
He returned to Costa Rica in 1903 
to participate in a commercial ven-
ture which did not materialize, but 
he secured a position with the 
United Fruit Company from which 
he resigned in 1907 in order to con-
tinue with collecting. Soon after, he 
returned to the States to become 
Assistant Curator of birds under W. 
E. Clyde Todd at the Carnegie Mu-
seum. 
In June of 1909 he went to Trini-
dad where he remained for two 
months collecting birds and mam-
mals. From there, he went to Vene-
zuela where he remained until 1911. 
In this time his travels took him 
along both the Orinoco and Cauca 
rivers. He spent several months on 
the Cauca, and worked at numerous 
points as far as the frontier of 
British Guiana where he "had a 
most wonderful view of Halley'S 
Comet for several nights." Then he 
went to Caracas, and to western 
Venezuela in the range back of 
Puerto Cabello and later in the in-
terior as for as Paramo de Rosas. 
He arrived in Santa Marta in Col-
ombia in May of 1911 and this be-
came his home and base of opera-
tion until 1927. 
Myrtle Flye, d aug h t e r of an 
American manager of a large coffee 
plantation, became his bride in 1912. 
She traveled with him and in fact 
helped in preparing specimens which 
he and his native assistants col-
lected. A part of this work is re-
ported in "The Birds of the Santa 
Marta Region" by Todd and Carri-
ker, a book awarded the Brewster 
Medal. 
A trip in 1916 lasted 10 months 
and yielded 5,464 birds and took 
them to snow line on the Sierra 
Nevada de Cucui and on the west-
ern slope down to the savannas of 
the Rio Casanare. 
In 1918, the Carrikers, their baby 
daughter and two servant girls be-
gan a long collecting trip. They left 
a small son with his grandparents. 
They worked along the Atrato River 
in northwestern Colombia up to 
Quibdo and on to the portage to the 
San Juan River which they de-
scended to the ocean. They sailed to 
Buenaventura and then traveled to 
Cordoba and Caldas (now called 
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Dagua) and on to Bitaco, La Cum-
bre, Cali, down the Cauca River to 
Cartago, Manizales, Paramo del Ruiz 
(camped at 12,000 feet), Mariquita, 
Barranquilla and home. They had 
collected 4,160 birds. 
In 1922, leaving their children 
with their grandparents, and form-
ing a party of three, they made one 
more trip to western Venezuela. 
This time they spent most of their 
time between Lake Maracaibo and 
the summit of Sierra Nevada de 
Merida, and camped as high as 
10,300 feet. This trip yielded 2,564 
birds and mammals. 
Between trips the Carrikers de-
veloped their plantation, Vista Nieve 
in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, 
back of Santa Marta, and finally sold 
it in 1927 so that they could return 
to the States to educate their five 
children. They lived in Beachwood, 
New Jersey. 
Mr. Carriker joined the staff of 
the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia and from the end of 
1929 to the middle of 1938 collected 
for them in Peru and Bolivia, mak-
ing the trip by steamer from New 
York each year. The fifth year when 
his oldest son, Melbourne Romaine, 
accompanied him, he describes the 
trip, in part, as follows: "We worked 
from 15,000 feet, east of La Paz, 
down into the steaming jungle of 
the Rio Beni traveling first in a 
small gasoline car on the Yungas 
Railway over the pass and down to 
Hichuloma where the rain-soaked 
jungles begin. We then descended 
with mules to the Rio Coroico, and 
then continued by balsa-wood raft 
to Rio Beni eventually reaching Rur-
renabaque. It was and still is a land 
of savage jungle, a few Indians and 
millions of vicious little black flies 
by day and mosquitoes by night 
making life one long misery. We 
passed several bad rapids, rushing 
down the narrow channel between 
huge boulders through foaming 
waves. Two large rafts had been 
lashed together and the crew of six 
men clutched the lashings while 
wave after wave swept over them. 
Many rafts have been dashed to 
pieces in these rapids and lives lost, 
and they are the nightmare of all 
'balseros.''' The result of this trip 
was 146 species of birds 98 of which 
had not been taken previously in 
this region. 
James Bond, a member of the Or-
nithological staff at the Academy 
says of the Bolivian collection: "Of 
the 1153 species of birds recorded 
from Bolivia, Mr. Carriker obtained 
more than 80%. He deserves un-
stinted praise for his work, for not 
only did he assemble superb series 
of beautifully prepared skins of most 
of the species but he also was most 
successful in ferreting out the rari-
ties. Furthermore, he secured as 
many as 45 birds new to science." 
In 1940 he made a four months 
collecting trip to Veracruz, Mexico, 
for the U. S. National Museum and 
then returned to Colombia. From 
1941 to 1952 he made collections in 
northern Colombia for the Smith· 
sonian Institution. 
In addition to his collecting and 
identifying b i l' d s, Carriker has 
worked on their mallophagan para· 
sites having described two families 
52 genera and over 650 species and 
subspecies. 
In 1941 he was divorced and in 
1944 married a Colombian lady who 
accompanied him in his field work, 
assisted in his camps, and later 
helped in skinning specimens. "At 
the end of 1952 I considered that I 
had done enough bird collecting and 
retired. We moved to Popayan, a 
very old Colombian city in the 
mountains. However, after such a 
long life of strenuous activity, I 
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could not long endure the sedentary 
life and we began collecting birds 
again in a small way for the Pea-
body Museum at Yale University." 
Later he made collections for the 
Chicago Museum of Natural History, 
the Los Angeles County Museum 
and the Wester Foundation of Ver-
tebrate Zoology (also in Los An-
geles). He is still collecting in a 
small way for the last two institu-
tions. 
Popayan seemed too cold, so they 
moved to the coast at Santa Marta 
but stayed only nine months and 
then moved to Bucaramanga, Col-
ombia, where they now live. (Calle 
35 No. 34-20) 
Between 1902 and 1962 Mr. Carri-
ker has collected approximately 
80,000 birds and mammals (mostly 
birds), and has described more gen-
era and species of Mallophaga than 
any other person. He traveled count-
less miles by foot, horseback, mule, 
boat, steamer, launch, balsa-wood 
raft, four horse coach, train, gasoline 
car on rails, and automobile. He has 
suffered tropical ulcers of the legs, 
black-water fever, amebic dysen-
tary, malaria (often until 1922); 
black flies and mosquitoes. He set a 
broken arm (twice) of his daughter's 
nurse, and treated his daughter for 
stomach worms. (He learned about 
some of these things from his doctor 
father.) He suffered dictators, red-
tape of getting into countries and 
getting specimens out, and narrowly 
escaped a water spout in Lake Mar-
acaibo. And he is still active. "I 
still do considerable field work, al-
ways accompanied by my wife, but 
I do thp driving and shooting. We 
have a British Land Rover car. My 
wife still skins the birds and I do 
the stuffing. My retirement in 1952 
failed to retire me and I have no 
intention of stopping work on birds 
and their lice until forced to do so." 
The Carrikers had five children 
(one daughter died at age 21) and 
14 grandchildren. Alvita is married 
and lives in Willmington, Delaware. 
Mel is the director of the System-
atics-Ecology Program, Marine Bio-
logical Laboratory, Woods Hole, 
Massachusetts. Howard is a commer-
cial artist in New York, and Dick 
is an eye surgeon in Phoenix, Ariz 
Mr. Carriker sent two pictures -
one of himself taken in 1952, and 
the other of him and his wife taken 
in 1960. He hoped we could use the 
picture in which his wife, Felisa, 
appears because she "helped so 
much in all of the field work since 
1945 and very much of our success 
has been due to her untiring energy 
and helpful assistance especially in 
all matters dealing with Colom-
bians." 
This article was prepared from 
two long letters from Mr. Carriker. 
Copies of the article were sent to 
him, to his son, Dr. Melbourne R. 
Carriker, and to Dr. A. Wetmore all 
of whom returned corrections and 
suggestions. Appreciation is here ex-
pressed to each. 
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Mr. Carriker made several con-
tributions to Proceedings of the Ne-
braska Ornithologists' Union as fol-
lows: Jan. 1900, "Some Notes on the 
Nesting of the Raptores of Otoe 
County, Nebraska," pp. 29-34; Oct. 
1901, "Notes on the Breeding of the 
Prothonotary Warbler," pp. 42-43, 
"Observations on the Traill's Fly-
catcher," pp. 44-46, "Nashville Warb-
ler," pp. 96-97, and "Yellow-throated 
Vireo," p. 97. In the Dec., 1902, issue, 
his article "Notes on the Nesting of 
Some Sioux County Birds" appeared 
on pages 75-89. 
Since these articles are not easily 
accessible, some of the information 
of the last one is given here. The 
names he used are given and the 
names presently used are given in 
parentheses. 
In 1901, Mr. Carriker along with 
Lawrence Bruner, Merritt Cary, and 
R. H. Wolcott spent two months, 
beginning in May, in Warbonnet 
Canyon about 10 miles north of 
Harrison. Some records other than 
from the Warbonnet Canyon are in-
cluded. 
The Bartramian Sandpiper (Up-
land Plover) was abundant but they 
only found three nests. Sickle-billed 
Curlews (Long-billed Curlews) were 
"breeding in abundance." There 
were only a few Prairie Sharp-tailed 
Grouse. Though Sage Grouse were 
abundant in Wyoming, only a few 
were sighted in Nebraska including 
one female and half grown chicks. 
There were few Sharp - shinned 
Hawks but they succeeded in taking 
pictures of one nest with the female 
nearby. She seemed quite unafraid. 
They found two nests of the Krider's 
Hawk and two of the Prairie Falcon 
(one on Saddle Butte near Craw-
ford). The Sparrow Hawk was the 
"most common Raptores of the Pine 
Ridge." Cabanis's Woodpecker (sub-
species of the Hairy Woodpecker) 
was not common. (According to the 
description of its range in the 1957 
A.O.U. Check-list, this was probably 
a miss-identification). Of the Poor-
will he says, "Not long after the 
setting of the sun and when the 
depths of the canyon are beginning 
to be wrapped in darkness, there 
come two clear elusive notes from 
somewhere along the rim-rock of the 
canyon. It is the first call in the 
nightly serenade of the Poor-wills 
and is quickly taken up by the re-
mainder of the orchestra along the 
rocky walls. There is something ex-
ceedingly weird and uncanny about 
it all, that fascinates the listener. 
The sound is echoed, magnified, and 
distorted by the canyon walls until 
one is almost led to believe that the 
sounds are of supernatural origin, 
and when a bird is by chance seen, 
as it flutters and glides silent as a 
shadow down to the bottom of the 
canyon, its very appearance lends 
support to the belief. Very seldom 
indeed are the birds seen in the day-
time and in spite of the fact that at 
least three pairs were positively 
known to be somewhere within our 
canyon, a nest was searched for in 
vain." However, another worker in 
the area found one nest. 
Efforts to reach the nests of 
White - throated Swifts were de-
scribed as follows: "After various 
plans for reaching the nests had 
been discussed, I volunteered to 
make an attempt to climb the cliff. 
(When) The trunk of a small pine 
. . . . . was erected I was able to 
ascend about one-third of the dis-
tance to a narrow projection of rock 
at a point where several nests were 
supposed to be . . . . . there is a 
shoulder of rock but a few feet in 
width running perpendicularly up 
the side of the cliff and ending in 
a projection. This shoulder was 
made by a vertical section of the 
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face of the cliff slipping down and 
still remaining in an upright though 
rather unstable condition and it was 
up the narrow side of this section 
that I must climb in order to reach 
the much desired nests above. This 
cliff consists, as do all the rocks of 
the region, of a soft sandstone which 
is rapidly disintegrated by the ac-
tion of the elements upon it . . . . . 
I was able, with the small hand-ax 
which I carried, to cut foot and hand 
holds in the rock and thus gradually 
make the ascent. 
". . . persistence finally overcame 
all obstacles and I stood at the top 
within easy reach of three nests, 
one of which was still empty while 
another contained one egg and the 
third, two ..... By this time Dr. 
Wolcott had climbed by a round-
about way to the top of the cliff and 
let down a coil of rope over the face 
of the rock to assist me in the de-
scent. Owing to the overhanging 
nature of the cliff the rope hung 
out several feet beyond reach and I 
was compelled to draw the end up 
by means of a stout 'cord which r 
happened to have. Taking a turn of 
the rope around one leg I started to 
slide down but stopped a short dis-
tance below at a fourth nest. Cling-
ing to the rope with one hand and 
leg I chopped away the rock with 
the other hand until the nest was 
reached and the four fresh eggs 
safely transferred to my mouth and 
later to the ground." 
They found one pair of Bullock's 
Orioles, and saw flocks of McCown's 
Longspurs but found only one nest. 
Next to Lark Sparrows, Vesper 
Sparrows were most abundant. 
Brewer's Sparrows were found only 
along the draws on the north side 
of Indian Creek. One White-winged 
Junco nest was found. The Arctic 
Towhee (Red-eyed Towhee) was 
probably the most characteristic 
bird of the canyons. Lazuli Buntings 
were abundant along the creeks and 
the Louisiana Tanager (Western 
Tanager) was fairly abundant on the 
piny slopes. One nest of the Plum-
beous Vireo (Solitary Vireo) was 
found. Audubon's Warblers were 
common. Long-tailed Chats (Yellow-
breasted Chats) were abundant in 
the thickets along the streams. They 
saw a total of three Mockingbirds. 
The last bird he names is the Rock 
Wren and of this he says, "The Rock 
Wren is very abundant along the 
Pine Ridge and in the Bad Lands 
where its cheerful, though· not at 
all melodious song and sprightly 
manners greatly relieve the monot-
ony. Nesting as it does in the cracks 
and crannies of the rocks and clay 
banks, it is very frequently to be 
met with in the most inhospitable 
and usually the most inaccessible 
spots." 
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A SUMMER WITH BROAD-TAILED HUMMINGBIRDS 
By Donald B. Briggs 
The following observations and 
notes were made at Ben Delatour 
Scout Ranch located 18 miles west 
of Livermore, Colorado. The dates 
were June 11 through July 31, 1962. 
Seven feeding stations were put 
out and filled on June 11 at 9 a.m. 
All of these feeders were approxi-
mately seven feet above the ground. 
All were in the shade after 9:00 in 
the morning. Four of these feeders 
were placed in low hanging boughs 
of ponderosa pine trees. The other 
three were placed in a row two feet 
apart on a seven foot door jam of 
the nature building where I worked 
as the Nature Director of the Boy 
Scout Camp. They were placed in 
the following order from left to 
right: the blue, the white, and fi-
nally the red. Shortly before noon 
June 12, a Broad-tailed Humming-
bird fed for the first time. * On this 
same afternoon these feeders were 
filled four times. 
Six of the seven feeders were 
placed in an area which covered 
approximately 100 square feet. The 
red feeder was placed six feet in 
front of my living quarters. On June 
16 a female bird finally came to this 
feeder at six a.m. Every morning 
after this until I left on July 31, a 
female bird came within a few min-
utes of six a.m., rain or shine. 
The two kinds of sweet nectar 
used were made in the following 
proportions: 2 tablespoons of honey 
to 1 tablespoon of water; maple 
flavored Karo Syrup diluted with 
half water. 
*Identification was made through 
the use of Roger Tory Peterson's 
"A Field Guide To Western Birds." 
The feeders were home made as 
follows: 5 ml test tubes were filled 
with new clean canning wax so that 
they would hold approximately 2% 
ml of the solution. 
The color for the attraction de-
vices was derived from colored mo-
del airplane silk in the shape of 
petals. The petals were made by 
using a fine copper wire bent into a 
loop about the size of a nickle, then 
the ends were twisted together. Next 
these were covered with the silk, 
using model cement to glue the silk 
to the copper wire. The twisted ends 
were then bent at right angles to 
the silk body. The petals, seven in 
number were put on the test tube 
at the open end by using scotch tape. 
A rubber band was wrapped around 
the tape to hold the twisted ends 
tightly to the test tube. A light cop-
per wire was used for the hanger. 
This was done in such a manner 
that the "petals" were at a 30 degree 
angle from level. 
The colors used were red, white, 
blue, and yellow in combinations as 
follows: Solid red, solid blue, solid 
white, solid yellow, red and white, 
and red and yellow. 
Whenever a bird, male or female, 
came to the feeders at the cabin 
door they came to the blue feeder 
first, then the white, and last the 
red. In the field the hummingbirds 
generally were feeding on the flow-
ers with a blue or white color. The 
flowers which I saw them feed on 
the most were Wild Blue Asters and 
the White Evening Primrose. The 
colors which attracted the least were 
the red and white, and the red and 
yellow, and the yellow. 




On several occasions when the 
feeders were empty the birds would 
come up to feed and then back away 
with a loud "angry" chirp. One fe-
male, especially would do this. If I 
happened to be alone in the cabin, 
she would come in and fly quite 
near me, and would continue this 
until I filled the feeders. This same 
female came in one day when I was 
filling the white feeder, I held it 
out, and she came to it and fed 
while it was still in my hand 
On June I noticed a female going 
in and out of a hole in the logs of 
the cabin. I watched this hole for 
the rest of my time at the camp. At 
times I could hear chirping coming 
from the hole and assumed that 
there was a nest there. I found an-
other nest on a low hanging branch 
of a ponderosa pine about three 
miles from the camp. I kept this 
nest and the little birds under ob-
servation for two weeks, until they 
left the nest. When I first found th:s 
nest, the young were under an inch 
in length and all that could be seen 
from the side of the nest was their 
tiny bills. The day they left the 
nest, they were almost twice this 
length. The nest was approximately 
two inches in diameter and about 
one and a half inches deep. The 
bottom was very soft and downy. 
Three times while I was watching 
the nest from ten feet or less, the 
female came and fed the little birds. 
The female would come and land 
on the side of the nest, then put her 
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beak down into the throat of a little 
bird and "pump" the food into it. 
I watched her feed the little birds 
three times in one hour. She did not 
seem to be worried about my being 
close to the nest. 
Several times I observed how the 
hummingbirds keep a very definite 
area. One time a Steller's Jay was 
eating a crust of bread. Suddenly he 
was attacked from behind by a tiny 
hummingbird and he quickly left his 
meal and fled. Another time there 
were several male and female hum-
mingbirds feeding at the cabin when 
the female came from her hole in 
the logs and attacked them all. In a 
few moments all of the birds had 
left. She drove several of them right 
through the cabin even though there 
were 20 boys inside. Several times 
when I had as many as 35 boys in 
the cabin, she would come in and 
look around and then, apparently 
with little concern, fly about the 
cabin. 
In the fourth week I ran out of 
honey and decided to try maple 
flavored Karo syrup. The birds im-
mediately quit coming to the feeders 
as often as when I had honey in 
them. This kept on until I got a new 
supply of honey. The first day that 
I used this syrup the female with 
the nest in the cabin came to feed. 
She immediately backed away and 
chirped as if the feeder were empty. 
In the length of time which I had 
the feeders up, I used one and a 
half pounds of honey and one small 
bottle of Karo syrup. 
I am planning to go back to this 
area next summer and make a fur-
ther study of different flavored so-
lutions in the feeders. Also I am 
planning to experiment further with 
different colors. 
-Alliance 
Don Briggs is a senior at the Ne-
braska State Teachers College at 




ERS. - I watched two male Spotted 
Sandpipers fight shortly after I had 
wandered around a sandpit lake. I 
am fairly sure that they were males 
because they were larger than two 
other Spotted Sandpipers that were 
near. I had previously seen only one 
until I noted the two fighting. 
After I had watched them for 
probably two or three minutes, I 
timed them, and the fight lasted 
another good 13 minutes. I am posi-
tive that the total time was at least 
15 minutes. 
They fought around and around, 
jumping in the air and flying at each 
other, but never more than a few 
inches off the ground. One of the 
birds seemed to get a hold of the 
feathers in the nape of the ('ther, 
hanging on with his beak and goiL~ 
around until the other bird managed 
to break loose. But the minute he 
was loose, he turned and came back 
at the other. 
There were 0 c cas ion a I brief 
pauses,_ but no real let-up in the 
struggle until the time was nearly 
up. As this time approached, the 
fighting came somewhat closer to 
the edge of the water. Finally one 
of the birds began to run away, with 
the other definitely following. The 
first bird then took wing and his 
opponent chased him across the 
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sandpit, to the east slope that I had 
just recently come down. Then the 
second bird returned to the area 
where the fight had been carried on. 
During the fight there had been 
two females - I judge females -
both of which seemed interested in 
the outcome of the fight, but were 
apparently carrying on their own 
"argument," because one of them 
finally chased the other away and 
she did not return. The first female 
returned frequently to within three 
or four feet of the fight, standing 
near and watching with a good deal 
of "interest." When the victorious 
male returned to the site of the 
fight, she went over with him ,and 
as r watched, the pair quietly faded 
away into some underbrush nearby. 
I then left to climb the slope of 
the gravel pile and there found an-
other pair - apparently the de-
feated male and female - on the 
sandy slope at the edge of the water 
near the landing place of the de-
feated male. 
One thing that impressed me was 
the fact that both of the males had 
definitely yellow bills - much more 
so than is usually shown in descrip-
tions or pictures of these birds. 
Ray Wycoff, Lexington (June 5, 
1962). 
OBSERVATIONS IN WEBSTER 
COUNTY, SPRING 1962. - After 
reporting the Harlan's Hawk several 
years ago, I became aware of the 
fact that they were probably a dark 
phase of the Red-tailed Hawk, for 
they lacked the whitish tail. How-
ever, on March 29, 1962, I had a good 
view of a typical Harlan's Hawk in 
flight. That seemed to be the be-
ginning of a successful birding sea-
son for me. 
lt was after sunrise when I made 
the first round about the yard on 
April 23 and spotted a yellowish 
warbler. I realized immediately that 
it was not the Yellow Warbler. It 
disappeared in some bushes but fa-
vored me by reappearing nearer the 
house a little later and shortly was 
to be seen at very close range from 
the kitchen window. I could instant-
ly identify the bird for it was a male 
Hooded Warbler. On the north side 
of the house the bushes were only 
beginning to leaf out and with a 
warm south wind blowing, it seemed 
to make an ideal situation for in-
sects. It spent several hours there, 
and I had a wonderful opportunity 
to study it. I found a few of these 
birds along the creek the following 
two days. 
On April 26 I happened to spot a 
male Summer Tanager. At first I 
took it to be a Cardinal, but im-
mediately realized it had no crest 
nor the black about the beak. 
Then, to top it off, I had an ex-
cellent view of a Virginia Rail on 
May 1. This also was a "first" for 
me in this area. However, in com-
pany with the late A. M. Brookings 
I did see one northeast of Hastings. 
I took Mr. Brooking out there when 
a telephone call came to the Muse-
um concerning an odd bird about a 
farmyard. - Harold Turner (These 
birds were reported in the Spring 
Migration and Occurrence Report in 
the November, 1962, Review.) 
WHITE-FACED IBIS IN CLAY 
COUNTY. - Jim Frates, a senior in 
wildlife management at Fort Col-
lins who spent the summer working 
with the Nebraska Game Commis-
sion in this area, sent me the follow-
ing: "About the White-faced Ibis 
sighting, it was observed about 9:30 
a.m. June 12, 1962, in Clay County, 
Nebraska, four miles north and one 
east of Edgar on Overtures' Basin." 
- Bill Huntley, York. 
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ROCK WREN AT HASTINGS.-
I collected a Rock Wren, Oct. 15, 
1962, by the mail box just outside 
the museum back door. It was first 
seen by Mr. (W. E.) Eigsti on Satur-
day, Oct. 13, but not well enough to 
have positive identification. It was 
busy going in and out around the 
rock wall we have there. - Burton 
Nelson, Hastings. 
CHERRY COUNTY BIRD NEWS. 
-(From the Crooked Bar D Station) 
Beginning on March 15 (1962) we 
have identified 63 species of birds 
here at our station. Those identified 
here for the first time were the 
Golden-crowned Sparrow·, a Purple 
Finch, a small flock of Purple Mar-
tins and today (July 8), a family of 
Rough-winged Swallows. 
Early in the spring, Don cleared 
and piled brush in a tree planting. 
On June 6 he decided to haul the 
brush to a nearby blowout. Too 
late he discovered the nest of a 
Brown Thrasher among the brush-
the eggs scattered and the nest 
pulled from its moorings. He ga-
thered up the four eggs in sight, 
placed them in the nest and carried 
it a distance of 20 feet where he 
settled it in the grass by a tree 
trunk. On June 7 we returned to 
find the nest claimed and two newly 
hatched young and two eggs. within. 
The weather was chilly, rainy and 
damp and one of the adult birds 
brooded the young each time we 
checked. On June 13 the adult bird 
left the nest and we noted that the 
two young were in the pinfeather 
stage. The .two unhatched .eg;gs had 
been removed. 
I had hoped for a happy ending to 
this report, but on June 15 the nest 
was found empty possibly because 
of a stray cat we have seen. 
For several years we have had 
Mockingbirds appear here during 
spring migration. and this season we 
had a nesting pair. The nest was lo-
cated in a Chinese elm about five 
and a half feet from the ground. 
I banded one young bird after it left 
the nest. We were favored with lots 
of Mockingbird music, sometimes all 
through the night. - Mrs. Donald 
Hold, Elsmere. 
*The Golden-crowned Sparrow had 
been reported in the July, 1962, 
Review. 
NOTES FROM LEXINGTON. -
I am amused somewhat when I con-
sider my favorite birding site these 
days. I remember so well the mead-
ows sprinkled with daisies and but-
tercups, the rocky ledges with hepat-
ica and a fox den and the lovely 
forests, ponds, and streams of Ver-
mont. Some people have bird finding 
sites which uplift the soul and 
soothe the shattered nerves of todays 
tensions. But what do I get? An 
unsightly, somewhat stinking storm-
sewer drainage ditch! At the same 
time, I often wonder where else 
could possibly be a better bird-
finding site? I doubt if anyone else 
in town even knows about it. 
There is the East City Park with 
lawns and elm trees, a hedge of 
honeysuckle, then the u n kern p t 
ditch, dug to water level so it is 
always running. A few willows arc 
beginning to grow in it. Across it 
is a fence and a small pasture where 
currently a few sheep graze between 
rusted hulks of cars. There is also 
an old sandpit which couldn't be 
more unsightly, and a clump of half-
sized cottonwoods. The ditch turns 
at ·right angles and sa "borders the 
sandpit on two sides, and on the 
east is a prairie still unbroken but 
weedy. The whole distance from 
home and back is about a mile and 
these days it takes me a good hour. 
I can't possibly identify every spar-
row, warbler, and vireo that comes 
along, but I can try. Further, I don't 
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get there every morning, but as a 
sampling, you can see that it excells 
in birds if not in sight and smell. 
Sept. 30 (1962): Ring-billed gulls 
circling in great flocks; Myrtle 
Warbler in an elm in the park; 
White - crowned Sparrow, Chipping 
Sparrow and Philadelphia Vireo all 
together in a chokecherry bush 
along the ditch; Bell's Vireo in a 
small willow in the ditch bottom; 
Flicker, Common Grackle and Blue 
Jay in a cottonwood clump; Red-
winged Blackbirds in a large flock 
flew over; Goldfinch, Rough-winged 
Swallow and Swamp Sparrow along 
the ditch; 10 Lark Sparrows, Mourn-
ing Doves and Western Meadowlarks 
in the edge of the grass; Chimney 
Swifts flying over; and a Downy 
Woodpecker a block away. And that 
all in an hour. 
Oct. 3: There were Killdeers 
across in the fields and three Piping 
Plovers at the sandpit. In the ditch 
a Solitary Sandpiper bobbed and 
jerked. Savannah Sparrows were 
frequent. The two treats, though, 
were a pair of Wilson's Warblers in 
the willow. The male obligingly 
paused for a tenth of a second in full 
view and nodded his head so I could 
see the black cap. The other was a 
Barred Owl which was chased out 
of the cottonwoods. 
However, I note a complete ab-
sence of Robins and wonder if there 
are any chickadees left any place. 
I saw only one all last winter and 
not a sign of any all summer and 
fall. But where else can one find 
24 such varied species in a little 
less than an hour on two different 
days? - Carol Kinch, Lexington. 
SAY'S PHOEBES IN DAWES 
COUNTY. - Mrs. Carl Lindeken, 
who is an enthusiastic leader of 4-H 
groups and who sponsored projects 
in bird study for several summers, 
kept dates on the nest building ac-
tivities of a pair of Say's Phoebes 
thai built on a ledge (board) on the 
side of the garage where it could 
be easily seen from the living room. 
She and her family live about 11 
miles northeast of Chadron. 
The phoebes returned on April 12 
(1960) to the same nesting site for 
the fourth year and started to build 
on May 6 after the Lindekens re-
moved all of the nest of the previous 
year. By May 14, the nest was com-
pleted and there were no eggs. May 
18 there were four and by May 20 
the full cluth of six eggs was com-
plete. The eggs were laid about 8:00 
a.m. each day. 
On June 3, two had hatched and 
by June 4, all were hatched. When 
the young were very small, the male 
fed the female who fed the young. 
After the young could fly, they re-
turned to the nest each night for 
about a week. They were banded by 
Doris Gates. 
About a week later, a second fam-
ily was started. Three died in the 
nest, but two were banded and 
successfully fledged. They were last 
seen Sept. 25. 
MEETINGS and REPORTS 
Saturday morning, September 29, 
1962, 43 people met at 6:00 for 
breakfast in Aurora, then traveled 
to the cabin of Mr. and Mrs. Kermit 
Swanson near Hordville. The cabin 
is located among typical woodlands 
along the Platte River. The day was 
mostly rainy and disagreeable but 
during a break in the weather, din-
ner was served on tables outside the 
cabin. In spite of the weather, the 
group had a profitable time and ex-
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tended appreciation to theSwansons 
and to others who made the day 
a success. A list of 46 species was 
recorded. 
Great Blue Heron, Green Heron, 
Cooper's Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, 
Swainson's Hawk, Marsh Hawk, 
Sparrow Hawk, Bobwhite, Ring-
necked Pheasant, Killdeer, Mourn-
ing Dove, Great Horned Owl, Com-
mon Nighthawk, Belted Kingfisher, 
Flicker, Downy Woodpecker, East-
ern Phoebe, Barn Swallow, Blue 
Jay, Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, 
House Wren, Winter Wren, Catbird, 
Brown Thrasher, Robin, Eastern 
Bluebird, Starling, Orange-crowned 
Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Myrtle 
Warbler, House Sparrow, Western 
Meadowlark, Red-winged Blackbird, 
Grackle, Cardinal, Goldfinch, Ru-
fous-sided Towhee, Lark Sparrow, 
Tree Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, 
Field Sparrow, White-crowned Spar-
row, Lincoln's Sparrow, and Song 
Sparrow. 
EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS 
"Saw a Glaucous Gull on Mana-
wa (Lake) yesterday (Dec. 9, 1962). 
Really didn't know for sure what I 
had seen until I got home and 
checked Pough which showed the 
dark tip on the bill. It was bigger 
than some other gulls near it (prob-
ably Ring-billed), pure white (in-
cluding bill) except for a smudge on 
the end of the bill, and frosty pink 
legs and feet." - R. G. Cortelyou, 
Omaha. 
"Dr. (Mary) Tremaine called us 
today (Dec. 2, 1962) to say that she 
had a Pine Grosbeak in her yard, 
so we went over and looked at it. 
I think I have seen them before, but 
I wouldn't want to swear to it."-R. 
G. Cortelyou, Omaha. (Others have 
reported the Pine Grosbeak but the 
accounts have not been published. 
-Ed.) 
"The Carolina Wren is back in 
Omaha. I haven't heard it yet in the 
forest but heard one July 20th (1962) 
on my place. Then again later I 
heard him in my ravine, intermit-
tently singing for two hours (with 
many and frequent variations). The 
Carolina Wren hasn't been seen or 
heard in the Omaha area by anyone 
now for about three years." - Carl 
H. Swanson, Omaha. 
"Lena Hansell's grandson, with a 
group of boys, stopped me and 
opened a bundle of shirt, and there 
was a male Common Nighthawk 
completely immobilized by spikes of 
foxtail clinging to wings and tail 
and body - as it does to wool. The 
bird must have mis-judged or a 
predator drove it down. The boys 
were afraid to handle it since it did 
look fierce with its big open mouth 
and an almost soundless hiss (to my 
ears). But they helped me pull off 
all the weeds as gently as we could, 
so too many soft feathers were not 
sacrificed. They were sure it could 
not fly, but with their consent (they 
all agreed it is against the law to 
keep it) I loosed my hand from 
around its body and wings. It lay a 
second on my palm, and then flew 
away, seemingly none the worse." 
-Mrs. Paul Heineman, Plattsmouth. 
"Just back of our house is a patch 
of sumac and this faU. the berry-
cones seemed larger and more richly 
colored than in other years. Perhaps 
this was due to the summer's abun-
dant moisture. Late in September 
I watched a number of birds feeding 
on these berries-Brown Thrashers, 
Catbirds, Flickers, Towhees, Blue 
Jays, and Olive-backed (Swainson's) 
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Thrushes. Not just an occasional 
bird, but 10 or 12 at a time. 
"My banding traps close by were 
baited with the usual grain and 
crumbs but the birds were not at-
tracted by the feed. Usually this 
patch of sumac is passed by - left 
to feed a winter Robin, Solitaire, or 
the Sharp-tailed Grouse that relish 
them when the hills are snowbound. 
"Why did these birds seem to en-
joy eating these berries that more 
often are ignored by them and at a 
time when food was plentiful?" -
Mrs. Donald Held, Elsmere. 
"I happened to see an Orange-
crowned Warbler feeding upon the 
many tiny flies caught in a spider 
web 'net'." - Mrs. Donald Held, 
Elsmere. 
"I used to hear the Screech Owls, 
but I never hear them anymore. Not 
too many Barred Owls, either. Did 
hear a few at a distance early in the 
fall. 
"Did you ever plant poke berries 
for the birds? If you plant one, the 
birds help to plant them all over 
the yard. How the Robins love them 
and they make pretty bushes and 
the stems turn red in fall. I also 
planted a wahoo (from the woods) 
and the seed-eating birds really en-
joy the seeds. The bush itself is very 
beautiful in fall .... I also planted 
Virginia creepers and bittersweet." 
- Mrs. W. J. Svoboda, Verdigre. 
"Yesterday (August 2, 1962) I 
counted 88 mostly Bank Swallows 
on the electric wire and there were 
as many more on the wire just be-
low besides on the REA line where 
there were more than 50. There were 
also many on the barn roof as well 
as many in the air. Later in the 
evening before dark I didn't see 
very many. Our Barn Swallows 
hardly knew wnat to make of the 
mob. Among this flock were several 
Cliff Swallows and a few Rough-
winged Swallows. I have never se&n 
so many this early. 
"They have a squeaky sound much 
different from the Barn Swallow. 
They are more musical. Many seem 
to be juveniles and would like to 
be fed judging from the way some 
beg. 
"Last winter a flock went through 
late in September, after the Barn 
Swallows had left, but a small flock. 
Barn Swallows gather the last of the' 
month and early September, but 
never counted much over 100 at a 
time." - Oona Bassett, Tryon. 
"Safflower seed is cheaper than 
sunflower seeds and the chickadees 
and House Finches like it very 
well." - Mrs. Harry Banghart, 
Scottsbluff. 
More studies are needed of the birds of Nebraska. More material is 
needed for the section headed "General Notes." And even more letters with 
useable "Excerpts" are invited. There is room for more pictures. 
Send your manuscripts and materials to the Editor, Miss Doris Gates, 
Chadron, Nebraska. 
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